Autosemiosis: Self-reflection as a universal principle from semiotics of man, culture and nature to natural autosemiotics
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The aim of this paper is to put semiotics into a wider perspective by redefining the classical and modern views of semiotics in a wider unified science conceptual framework and by generalizing the semiotics of nature to natural autosemiotics. We introduce and define the term and concept of 'autosemiosis' as as a universal principle comparable to the first principles of nature, namely the law of conservation of energy and matter and the minimum principle, formerly known as the principle of least effort, and today understood as a consequence entropy, a reflection of the expansion of the universe.

We define autosemiosis is as the universal principle of nature to reflect itself, by itself in itself, i.e. self-reflect itself in itself, in some fashion in any event, interaction, motion or function that ever occurs in the universe, including the life, behaviour, actions and interactions of living beings with respect to their living environment and their own and other species, and the deeds of conscious and intentional agents such as higher animals and man.

We show, in the light of history and philosophy of science, that, indeed, the principle of autosemiosis in its multifarious forms prevails and is manifested in all spheres of phenomena, all scales of the universe and all levels of complexity of formations of entities, systems and processes of the universe over all times.

To be clear and credible enough to convince the reader/listener it is necessary to define the fundamental concepts involved, what is precisely meant by the notions 'universe', 'nature', 'principle', 'first principle', 'reflection', 'self-reflection', 'semiosis', 'autosemiosis', 'semiotics' and 'autosemiotics'. This is done by quoting standard lexical and scientific definitions and by brief a multilingual etymological and semantic review of the roots of words and terms to give a deeper insight into the origin and scope of their meanings, which is worthwhile since the meaning of some of the terms will have to be generalized in order to obtain an abstract enough interpretation and universal scope of relevance.

Semiosis as a natural phenomenon of effect and meaning and semiotics as a general science of meaning and interpretation are put into a novel and unifying perspective offered by the postmodern and postdisciplinary paradigm known as systems sciences on the basis of which the process of semiosis can be scientifically explained and formulated in an unified conceptual and theoretical framework of the systems sparadigm as a special discipline of systems sciences, specifically of cognitive systems, now generalized to natural systems as universal autosemiotics.
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