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Gardens and parks manifest qualities and values of different cultures to a great extent. Gardens may be seen as self-expression of human cultures. The arrangement of paths, flowers, hedges, trees, stones and ponds constitutes and corresponds to a culture’s imagination of ideal order.

As a point of intersection between nature and culture gardens also express attitudes towards the noncultural other. Notions of subordination, control, appreciation and co-operation seem to be significant for describing that relationship.

Gardens also manifest culture’s comprehension of time and space. Gardens could be timeless or temporal, open or close, rigidly or fuzzily bordered. Gardens may also be insistently artificial or natural, habitual or spectacular. 

Based on the examples of some nature-like gardens from Western Estonia, the principles of ecosemiotic gardening are outlined in the presentation. The notion is used to describe views and practises aimed at maximising richness and diversity of eco- and biosemiotic relations in gardens and parks.

